Tips for using a Math Study Skills Workbook
· The workbook should be covered in the first 6 to 8 weeks of the course.  Perhaps cover one or two sections per week.  There is a sample rubric at www.alanbass.com that shows how to schedule the turning in of assignments.
· Making the exercises a small part of the students’ grade is an excellent way to get them motivated.  Try making it 5% of the students overall grade and hold them accountable to being thorough in completing the workbook exercises.  At www.alanbass.com there is a rubric that clearly explains the expectations for the assignments.
· Use the Succeed in Math presentation to supplement the material.  You can cover the parts of the presentation either before or after students do the reading.  This is great for generating discussion about the material.

· One key to making the workbook effective is to get the students to give the exercises and activities an honest chance.  Do you do group work in class?  Why not make your class group works involve the Study Skills exercises?
IDEAS FOR GROUP WORK:

· Note Cards:  Making note cards is a GREAT group work activity.  Tell students to bring note cards to class on a certain day.  On the board, show them several good note cards for the section/chapter you’re covering then give them time to make some note cards on their own.  As you walk around, if you see a student has made a really effective note card show to the whole class and explain why it’s so good.

· Class Notes:  The column note-taking system can be a challenge for students.  On the week you cover note-taking, have the students take notes whatever way they normally do.  Then, as a group work activity, have them rewrite the notes in the column system format.  In the future, this will really help them connect with how to generate good notes as the lecture is being given.

· PRACTICE TEST!  Have the class take a practice test as a group work activity!  Have them bring their textbook to class.  Start by giving them 20 minutes to do 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 of the Practice Test.  Then let them check their answers in the back and take time to discuss the experience.  If you have more time have them try problems 1, 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18,… or all the odd problems.  THIS IS THE ABSOLUTE BEST IN-CLASS STUDY SKILLS ACTIVITY I HAVE EVER TRIED!
· READING ACTIVITY:  Spend group work time taking the class through the steps for reading a textbook.  www.alanbass.com has an overhead printout you can use to facilitate the activity. 

